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The BYO-GRAPH is published by 
the Bay Youth Orchestras of Vir-
ginia. Articles, comments and sug-
gestions welcome. 

Deadline for Summer issue is 
June 1, 2006. 
Don’t be Late!

BAY YOUTH ORCHESTRAS 
OF VIRGINIA

HighlightsConcerto Competition Winners 
and Overtures to Close Season
By Bob Spaeth

The 2005/2006 Bay 

Youth season will 

end with two con-

certs featuring our Concerto 

Competition winners. The 

Concerto Concert on March 

21st at 7:30 PM, will fea-

ture Dara Hankins, cello 

and Emily Ng, piano. It will 

be at the Regent Univer-

sity Communications and 

Performing Arts Center. Ms. 

Ng will perform the opening 

movment of the Grieg Piano 

Concerto and Ms. Hankins 

will play the first movement 

of Elgar’s Cello Concerto in 

E-flat minor (Adagio mod-

erato) by Elgar. The Sym-

phony will also perform the 

last two movements from 

Scheherezade by Rimsky-Kor-

akov. This program will open 

with the Concert Orches-

tra performing arrangements 

of the final movements of 

Haydn’s 4th Symphony and 

Beethoven’s 5th Symphony 

as well as Greensleeves by 

Vaughan Williams.

All the Bay Youth orches-

tras will perform at our final 

concert “It’s Over—tures” at 

Oscar Smith High School in 

Chesapeake on May 9th at 

7:00 PM. Kristin Baird, first-

place winner of our Concerto 

Competition, will be fea-

tured in “Ziguenerweisen” by 

Sarasate with the Symphony 

Orchestra. The orchestra will 

also perform Mendelssohn’s 

“Hebrides” Overture and the 

Overture from “West Side 

Story” by Bernstein. During 

the evening there will be a 

tribute to the 30 seniors who 

will graduate from Bay Youth 

this year.

Tickets for the perfor-

mances are $10.00 for adults 

and $6.00 for students and 

may be purchased at rehears-

als or at the door the night 

of the performance.For 

more information, please 

call 757-618-1800 or email 

bayyouth@excite.com.

Concerto Competition winners Dara Hankins (left) and Emily Ng (center) are to disply their prize-winning talents on the March 21st concert, while Kristin Baird, who 
won first prize in the Concert Competition, will perform woth the Symphont Orchestra on the final concert this season on May 9th.
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Edinburgh Fringe 
Tour Update

As of press time, the BYO con-
cert tour to the Edinburgh Fringe 
in August, 2006 is full! We are 
delighted to announce that Mr. 
Greg Barnes, cofounder of Bay 
Youth Orchestras and conductor 
extraordinaire, will be joining the 
tour as guest conductor!

Tour t-shirts, totes and hoodies 
will be on sale at rehearsals from 
now until March 20th. Everyone 
going on tour needs to purchase a 
t-shirt to wear as we travel together 
on August 9th and 10th. ( T-shirts 
are available in men, ladies and 
junior styles.) The hoodies will have 
the BYO logo and name embroi-
dered on the chest and are avail-
able to everyone (in unisex and 
junior styles.) Please see Mr. or Mrs. 
Amoruso at rehearsal for order 
forms or e-mail Mrs. Amoruso at 
tessamoruso@aol.com.

As a reminder, tour rehears-
als are scheduled for May 15th 
and May 22nd at ODU. We look 
forward to starting our adventure 
together. Cheerio

Bay Youth Orchestras of Virginia has 
regretfully accepted the resignation of 

Leslie Stewart, Music Director and Conduc-
tor of the Bay Youth Symphony Orchestra. 
But wait, she’s not finished yet! Ms. Stewart 
will conduct two concerts left in the BYOV 
regular season, the Concerto Concert on 
March 21st, and the Season Finale on May 
9th. In addition, Ms Stewart will accom-
pany her orchestra on BYOV’s first- ever 
international tour to Scotland and the 
Edinburgh Fringe Festival in August.  

Ms. Stewart became the Bay Youth 
Orchestras of Virginia Music Director and 
Symphony Conductor in 1998. Under 
her eight years of leadership with BYOV 
the orchestras have grown both musically 
and in size. Repertoire choices that have 
included collaborations with the Virginia 
Symphony, the Virginia Children’s Cho-
rus, and many guest soloists have enriched 

the experiences of both the student partic-
ipants and the audience members. Behind 
the scenes Ms. Stewart has worked with 
the board of directors and the staff to 
ensure a quality experience for all of the 
student musicians all while maintaining a 
balanced budget for the entire eight years! 
We are honored to have worked with such 
an intelligent and dedicated musician. We 
appreciate the countless hours she has sac-
rificed on behalf of our student musicians 
and our community. 

The search for a new Music Direc-
tor/Symphony Conductor is underway. 
Applications from potential candidates 
will be reviewed and finalists invited to a 
conducting audition later this spring with 
students in the Symphony Orchestra. This 
will be an important event for students 
who want to take part in the process. Stay 
tuned for updates!

Thank You, Leslie Stewart
By Muriel Evory, Former Bay Youth President

WHRO FM commemorated the 250th 
birthday of Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 
on Jan. 27th in a variety of ways: among 
them, a live on-air performance by mem-
bers of the Bay Youth Concert Orchestra 
conducted by Helen Martell, the Suzuki 
Violinists of Ingleside led by Christina 
Morton and other local student groups.

WHRO exclaims a hearty “bravi!” to 
the players and their conductors who dem-
onstrated that this music is still relevant, 
vibrant and necessary!

Photo: Bay Youth Concert Orchestra, 
Helen Martell, Conductor. Caitlin Cavana-
ugh, Katie Wilson, Annika Jenkins, Avian 
Hash, Livia Amoruso, Rebecca Willett, Philip 
Wiley, Eli Guzik, Catherine Robbins, Teresa 
Totheroh, Spencer Timme, Michael Stuckey, 
Andrew Gonzales, Jeremy Weidmaier, Matt 
Foster, Pearl McReynolds, Patty McGowan, 
Alyssa Frittelli, Nate Pencook
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Join Us 
for our Annual Awards Banquet 

Adult price $24 per head (inclusive) 
and child 12 & under $10.

Tuesday, May 16. 2006

Norfolk Yacht & Country Club
7501 Hampton Blvd
Norfolk, VA 23505

www.norfolkyacht.com

Menu: picnic buffet
All beef hot dogs

Hamburgers
Fried Chicken

Seasonal fresh fruit
Potato salad
Cole slaw

Macaroni salad
Fresh veggies & dip

Baked beans
Apple Pie

Water, coffee, tea & soft drinks
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Aspen Music Festival 
Aspen, CO 
June 14-Aug. 20, 2006 
3254-3254-3254 
http://www.aspenmusicfestival.com 

Camp Encore/Coda
Sweden, ME
June 28-July 23, 2006
July 23-Aug. 13, 2006
(full summer available as well)
617-325-1541    http://www.encore-coda.com

Chamber Music Institute at Ithaca College (Vio-
lin, Viola, Cello)
Ithaca, NY
July 2-22, 2006
607-274-3702     http://www.ithaca.edu/cmi

Colorado Music College Summer Music Festival
Colorado Springs, CO
June 10-July 4, 2006
719-389-6098 
http://ArtsFestival.ColoradoCollege.edu/MusicFestival

Eastern Music Festival
Greensboro, NC
June 24-July 30, 2006
1-877-833-6753 
http://www.easternmusicfestival.org

Indiana University Summer String Academy 
(Violin, Viola, Cello)
Bloomington, IN
June 17-July 15
http://www.music.indiana.edu/~smsa

Killington Music Festival (Violin, Viola, Cello, 
Piano)
Killington, VT
June 26-Aug. 4, 2006
802-773-4003 
http://www.KillingtonMusicFestival.org

Luzerne Music Center
Lake Luzerne, NY
July 24-Aug. 20, 2006
8919-8919-8919-8919 
http://www.luzernemusic.org

Madeline Island Music Camp (Strings and Piano)
Minneapolis, MN
June 11-July 9, 2006
612-871-7781 
http://www.music-camp.org

Messiah College Chamber Music in Grantham 
(Violin, Viola, Cello, Piano, Composition)
Grantham, PA
Aug. 6-Aug. 11, 2006
301-299-6526 
psirotin@messiah.edu

New York Summer Music Festival
Oneonta, NY
June 25-July 9, 2006
July 9-July 23, 2006
July 23-Aug. 6, 2006
607-267-4024 
http://www.nysmf.org

NYU Steinhardt “What Makes a Star?” (Music 
Business)
New York, NY
July 9-15, 2006
212-992-9380 
musicbusinessinfo@nyu.edu

Pine Mountain Music Festival
Houghton, MI
June 25-July 17, 2006
2219-2219-2219 
http://www.youthprograms.mtu.edu

Sarasota Music Festival
Sarasota, FL
May 28-June 18, 2006
9634-9634-9634 
http://www.sarasotamusicfestival.org/sarasota

Sewanee Summer Music Festival
Sewanee, TN
June 17-July 23, 2006

SUMMER  MUSIC CAMPS

Violin
Kristin Baird (Concertmaster)
Emily Ng
Poorna Phaltankar
Viola
Shirley Luu (Principal)
Jessica Cadorette
Stephanie Ethridge
Cello
Meghan Comstock
Dara Hankins
Jamie Howland
Diana Li
Deborah Ramos (Alternate)
Bass
Thomas O’byrne
Flute
Marla Smith
Clarinet
Heather Mcconchie
Rachel Totheroh
Trumpet
Tom Prescott
French Horn
Matt Cavano
Katie Michaelson
Bassoon
Keith Stolte

CONGRATULATIONS TO THESE BAY YOUTH 
VIOLINISTS!
ANNIKA JENKINS who recently performed 
as a soloist with the Virginia Beach
Symphony!

JONATHAN MATTHEWS who will repre-
sent Virginia in the 2006 Honor Orchestra
of America March 25th in Indianapolis!

NATALIA SANDERS who won first place in 
the Omega Psi Phi Talent Hunt (Third
District). Natalia will also be Concertmaster 
in the Newport News All-City

Orchestra!

HOLLY MILLER who won 2nd Place in the 
Yorktown Bland Competition!

Congratulations!
To These Bay Youth Members Who Will Be Participat-
ing In The 2006 All-state Orchestra And Bands!

Attucks theater Do
caption



Senior Spot light
By Elizabeth Lutes

KRISTIN BAIRD 
is a senior at Kel-
lam High School 
and serves as Con-
certmaster for the 
Bay Youth Sym-
phony Orchestra 
as well as for Gov-
ernor’s School for 
the Arts. Kristin 

has been with Bay Youth for seven years 
performing with both the Concert Orches-
tra and the Symphony Orchestra. She has 
also been named as Concertmaster for the 
Virginia All-State Orchestra for three years 
in a row!.  Kristin plans to become a mem-
ber of a major orchestra and to teach at a 
university. One thing that Kristin will take 
away from her experience in Bay Youth is 
that she has “…learned how to play well 
in orchestras and ha(s) been given the 
opportunity to experience the leadership 
of being concertmaster and soloist”. She 
won first prize in this year’s Bay Youth 
Concerto Competition. 

JOSHUA BRYANT has been with Bay 
Youth Orchestras for one year as a per-
cussionist and 
performs with 
both the Concert 
Orchestra and 
the Symphony 
Orchestra. Joshua 
is a senior at Nor-
folk Collegiate 
and plans attend 
Virginia Military 
Institute. After 
graduation, he hopes to become a Nuclear 
Engineer and serve as an officer in the 
Navy. Joshua considers being a member 
of Bay Youth to be one of his most memo-
rable accomplishments as a musician. 
Joshua says, “I want to give thanks to 
Ms. Stewart for pulling out my musical 
potential”.

STEVEN DEAN is about to graduate from 
Norfolk Christian High School. He has 
been playing trumpet for seven years and 
has been a member of Bay Youth for three 
years. Steven has played with both the 
Concert and Symphony Orchestras and 
says something that he has learned while in 

Bay Youth is that, 
“waiting three 
hundred bars of 
rest is sometimes 
worth it”. Steven 
has been honored 
to play with honor 
bands around the 
world including 
the Tokyo Area 

Honor Band in 200. He has also par-
ticipated in District II Concert and Sym-
phonic Bands. After high school, Steven 
plans to attend college in New York to 
study Music Performance. Steven credits 
his trumpet teachers Wendell Banyay and 
Steve Carlson with giving him the inspira-
tion, discipline and character to that have 
encouraged him with his playing and his 
life.

STEPHANIE ETHRIDGE is a senior at 
Kellam High School and the Governor’s 
School for the 
Arts. Stephanie 
has participated 
in Bay Youth since 
eighth grade, start-
ing in our String 
Orchestra. Her 
musical achieve-
ments include 
serving as Princi-
pal Viola of the 
Senior Regional Concert Orchestra as a 
freshman and participating in the Senior 
Regional Symphony Orchestra for the past 
three years. She has also attended the 
Brevard Music Festival for the past two 
summers. Stephanie plans to major in 
music education and would like to eventu-
ally teach at the Governor’s School and 
perform professionally.
Her private teacher, Jenny Snyder of the 
Virginia Symphony, is her mentor. “She’s 
so bright and positive!” 

LAUREN FOBBS is a home-schooled vio-
linist who has participated in both the Bay 
Youth Concert and Symphony Orches-
tras. She has been playing violin for seven 
years. She says Bay Youth has taught her is 
how to push herself when practicing dif-
ficult music. Lauren has studied Virginia 
Symphony violinist Jeanie Dedominick 
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2006 
Bay Youth Events

Concerto Concert
Concert Orchestra & Youth Symphony
Regent University, Va. Beach
March 21, 2006 at 7:30pm

Spring Break
April 10-14, 2006

Season Finale
All Orchestras
Oscar Smith Hs, Chesapeake
May 9, 2006 at 7:00pm

Tour Rehearsal
ODU Band Room, Norfolk
May 15, 2006 6:30-9:00pm

Awards Banquet
Norfolk Yacht Club, Norfolk
May 16, 2006

Tour Rehearsal
ODU Band Room, Norfolk
May 22, 2006 6:30-9:00pm

Annual Auditions
ODU, Norfolk
June 5, 2006 4:00-9:00 pm
June 10, 2006 10:00 am-4:00 pm

Tour Orchestra Camp
ODU Band Room, Norfolk
July 31-August 5, 2006

Edinburgh/London Tour
August 9-19, 2006

FOR SALE

Full-size violin, bow and case. 
$1200 or best offer. Call Holly 
Miller at 867-8001

3/4 size cello. Call Susie Thorn-
ton at (361) 356-6332

(picture?)

(picture?)
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and whom she 
says “is not afraid 
to tell me what 
I’m doing wrong, 
but she doesn’t 
make me feel bad 
about it”. Lauren 
hopes to attend 
a conservatory 
when she gradu-
ates from high school to study violin per-
formance and hopes to join The Virginia 
Symphony after receiving her degree. 

JAMIE HOWLAND is a senior at Salem 
High School and Governor’s School for 
the Arts. This is Jamie’s first year with Bay 

Youth and she 
is the Principal 
Cello in the Sym-
phony Orchestra. 
Jamie plans to 
attend East Caro-
lina University to 
major in Music 
Education in the 
fall and then go 
on to a luthier 

school (a luthier is a person that makes 
stringed instruments). Jamie’s musical 
mentor is Leslie Frittelli, who Jamie thinks 
“is AWESOME!”. She is very happy with 
her experience in Bay Youth because she 
has had the opportunity to play some of 
the great masterpieces of music.

POORNA PHALTANKAR has been play-
ing violin with Bay Youth for seven years, 
participating in the String, Concert and 
Symphony Orchestras. Poorna attends 
Kempsville High School and has been 
awareded early decision at the University 

of Virginia. She 
hopes to attend 
medical school 
after she graduates 
from college and 
aspires to become 
an oncologist. 
Poorna states “My 
musical accom-
plishments cannot 

be measured by honors or awards because 
I play for my own happiness.” She admits 
that violin was not her first choice of 
instrument. “My parents told me that we 
didn’t have enough room for my preferred 
instrument, the piano. I guess the violin 
turned out to be okay too.”

DEBORAH RAMOS learned through 
Bay Youth how fun it was to play cello 
with a group, 
rather than being 
the only cellist at 
her school. Debo-
rah is a senior at 
Deep Creek High 
School and Gov-
ernor’s School 
for the Arts. She 
has been with Bay 
Youth for seven 
years, playing with ALL of our ensembles. 
Deborah plans to major in Music Educa-
tion after high school. Her best experi-
ence through Bay Youth has been making 
new friends. She says, “Every year I never 
fail to have fun with someone new.”

NATALIA SANDERS is a senior at War-
wick High School and has been in the first 
violin section of the Symphony Orchestra 
for the two years She has had a wonderful 

experience at Bay 
Youth and credits 
our progam with 
making her a bet-
ter musician. Her 
fondest memory 
was playing the 
music of John Wil-
liams on our Side-
by-Side concert 
with the Virginia 
Symphony last season. Natalia plans to 
minor in music when she goes to college. 
Her mother is her mentor, who she says 
has influenced her both emotionally and 
musically. Natalia says, “Although she is not 
a musician, she has guided me in the right 
direction and served as my best critic.”

ZACHERY WHITE is a home-schooled 
violinist, who has been a member of 
Bay Youth for seven years. He has been 

a member of the 
Jr. Strings, Strings 
and Concert 
orchestras and 
credits Bay Youth 
exposing him to 
various types of 
music and teach-
ing him to play 
with other instru-
mentalist in a 

group. Zachery’s older brother Seth, a 
BYO alum, is his musical mentor and “has 
made me want to emulate...him, which 
has pushed me further and further along 
musically.” Zachery plans on majoring 
in Botany and Native American Studies. 
He hopes to research and publish a book 
on the various medicinal uses of North 
American plants and herbs. 

(picture?)

(picture?)



We gratefully acknowledge these major supporters of  
The Bay Youth Orchestras of Virginia

The Bay Youth Orchestras of Virginia

PO Box 8158
Norfolk, Va 23503
757-618-1800

http://www.bayyouth.org
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Bronze Circle ($1,000 - $2,499)
City of Chesapeake Fine Arts Commission
Dominion Virginia Power

 
Norfolk Commission on the Arts and Humanities 

Atlantic Dominion Distr. 
Bank of America
BB&T
Birdsong Corporation
The Camp Foundations 
Dollar Tree Stores, Inc.
Empire Machinery & Supply
1st Union National Bank of VA
Flagship Group, Ltd. 
Foundation (anonymous) 
Goodman & Company, CPA’s

Hofheimer Nusbaum, P.C.
Kaufman & Canoles 
The Norfolk Foundation 
Norfolk Southern Foundation 
Patricia & Douglas Perry Foundation 
The Portsmouth Community Foundation 
Resource Bank 
SunTrust Bank 
Taylor & Walker, P.C. 
Tidewater Hotels & Resorts 
Trader Publishing Company 

Vandeventer Black LLP 
Virginia Commission for the Arts and 
   the National Endowment for the Arts 
Virginia Investment Counselors, Inc. 
Virginia Natural Gas, Inc. 
The Virginian-Pilot 
Wachova Bank, N.A. 
Wilbanks, Smith & Thomas  
  Asset Management, Inc. 
Willcox & Savage, P.C. 

Silver Circle ($2,500 - $4,999)
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Business Consortium for Arts Support of South Hampton Roads and its members:


